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Who we are:

MedWaves, the UNEP/MAP Regional Activity Centre for SCP

MedWaves develops its activity under the Mediterranean Action Plan
(MAP) for the protection and development of the Mediterranean basin, an
organisation belonging to the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), acting as one of its Regional Centre.

Based on the decision of the Parties of the Convention for the Protection
of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution (Barcelona Convention),
MedWaves was established in 1996 bymeans of a collaboration agreement
between the Spanish Ministry of Environment and the Government of
Catalonia. MedWaves is based in Barcelona and legally hosted by the
CatalanWaste Agency.

MedWaves has been also designated as Regional Centre by the Parties of
the StockholmConvention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs).



Why Promoting Sustainable Business Development?

Take-make-waste production and consumption models have led us to an unprecedented 
environmental crisis:

• Climate change

• Biodiversity loss (the sixth mass extinction as a result of human activities)

• Waste and emissions beyond nature’s absorption capacity

• Resource consumption beyond the planet's regenerative capacity

• Unsustainability coupled with rising social inequalities

→Urgent shift towards sustainability in needed.

Sustainable Consumption and Production and Circular Economy as major global approaches.



A sustainable business provides commercial
solutions which create ecological value and/or
safeguard the environment (addressing
environmental challenges and/or reducing
environmental impacts) and are economically
viable and socially empowering.

What is a Sustainable Business?



How do we support Circular Business Development?

TheSwitchers.org



How do we support Circular Business Development?

Our approach: Enabling Ecosystems for de development of Sustainable Businesses

A Holistic

Service Offer



The Switchers Toolbox (www.theswitchers.org/toolbox)
Innovative Methodologies for Sustainable Business Development

• Green Business Model

• Green Business Plan

• Eco-design Tool

• Access to Finance

• Access to Market

• Impact Monitoring Tool

EN / FR / AR / ESP / ITA
Registered users:
• +8,000 entrepreneurs/companies 
• +250 BSOs
• +430 trainers



The Switchers Support National Partnerships
Networking among +120 Business Support Organizations promoted



Training of Trainers in Sustainable Business Development

More than 750 experts 
(49% women) from 
+350 BSOs trained in 
Sustainable Business 
Development in 12 
countries



Training on Sustainable Business Model Development

+3,800 Green 
Entrepreneurs 
in 10 countries 
supported to 
develop their 
Green Business 
Model (43% 
women)



Incubation and Technical Assistance

Incubation of 
+300 Sustainable 
Businesses in 10 
countries



Business Networking and Market Development

The Switchers Community and Products



Business Networking and Market Development

Open Eco-Innovation Methodology and Platform



Access to Finance and Investment

The impact fund for 
green and social 
businesses in the 
Mediterranean



Enabling Policies

Approval of regional measures to support circular 
businesses by the Barcelona Convention contracting 
countries at COP22 in December 2021



medwaves-centre.org

Thank you!

Giorgio Mosangini
gmosangini@gencat.cat
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